
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

a state peace commission, called the 
Board of Appeals. It is composed of 
three members, and its duties are not de- 
fined. It is, however, understood that it 
may be called into any local congregation 
where its good offices may be required 
and that it can only advise in the adjust- 
ment of difficulties. Its decisions must 
be ratified by the conference to which it 
must make an annual report. 

As to what the work of a state confer- 
ence should be, there may be some differ- 
ence of opinion. But to me it seems that 
the hope of the Brethren or any other de- 
nomination of Christian people, lies in 

three things, 
1. Faithfulness in doctrinal belief and 

practice. 
2. A united energy bent to a common 

end. 
3. Missionary work. 
Upon the first, little is to be said, for 

our people stand as one man in faith and 
practice. Upon the second, considerable 
might be said for there is room for im- 
provement ; as also of the third. The 
aim of our conference should be to en- 
thuse the people along these lines. Their 
hearts are inthe work aswellasours.and if 
their energies and abilities are made to 
bend to the same end as those of our no- 
ble ministry, the desired end can be at- 
tained. And why should we not succeed? 
With such a foundation as that upon 
which we stand, failure cannot come save 
as we forsake the foundation. The doc- 
trines we believe and preach and practice, 
appeal very strongly to the great masses 
of the people, and there are indeed few 
localities where flourishing congregations 
might not be built up if we did but go 
and occupy them. Let the conference 
arouse the missionary spirit among our 
people until the pastors are given time to 
do what they can, and state missionaries 
are everywhere. Then shall our borders 

• be widely extended, many souls shall be 
gathered into the Lord's garner, and His 
name be glorified in us and at our hands. 

NOTES FROM THE WATCHMAN. 

T.   |.  NAIR. 

A revival wanted, "Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again," Psalms 85 : 6. The leth- 
argy that exists in the churches is on an 
alarming increase. Dead level religion, 
slow coach salvation ts at a discount. 
We had better rush at a rapid rate, even 
if the axles on the Lord's chariot wax hot 
and kindle into flame. Rains do a great 
amount of good even though they come 
at times in torrents, washing out bridges 
and tearing up meadows, they are prefer- 
able to continued dry weather, so revivals 
do a great amount of good.    Lukewarm 

churches object to revivals on the ground 
that they are mere temporary excitements. 
True enough.    Pentecost only lasted one 
day, but that day changed the moral face 
of the globe.    How many of our readers 
come into our church  during a  revival 
awakening ?     The best material in our 
churches is the revival seasoning.    Better 
De cast into a boiling chaldron for Christ 
than be locked in a church   refrigerator 
there to await the reward of Rev. 3 :  16. 
The hindering cause to revivals are luke- 
warm members.     Indifference, prejudice 
and criticism are  conducive of bad re- 
sults.    Criticism never saved a soul and 
never will.    Prejudice is the cobweb of 
ignorance and the dry rot of  the   soul. 
Bring up the picture of that woman with 
a broom in her handsweeping for the lost 
treasure.    Take her broom, sweep away 
the  superstition   and   ignorance and put 
on the raiment and the eye-salve recom- 
mended in Rev   3 : 18 and then you will 
be certain of the reward in Rev.  3 : 20. 
The object of every converted Christian 
should be to get the stone away from the 
sepulcher of souls dead in trespasses and 
sins before Christ can revive their dead 
bodies.    Mankind is a unit, not in senti- 
ment, but in fact, and injury or ignorance 
of one is the concern of all.    We are one 
and must rise together each being helpful 
to the other.     "By grace are we saved" 
and by our Christian service are we to be 

judged. 

••How sweet 'twill be at evening. 
If you and I can say, 

Good Master, we've been seeking 
The lambs that went astray ; 

Foot-sore and faint with hunger. 
We heard them making moan, 

And lo we come at night-fall 
Bringing them safely home." 

OUB NATIONAL CONFERENCE. 

W.   C.    PERRY. 

We have held six general Conferences 
since 1882. These have all been import- 
ant in the development and growth of the 
church. Much good has come from these 
Conferences. (1.) The workers and 
members of the church have been brought 
together and made better acquainted with 
each other personally. This has har- 
monized and created greater sympathy in 
the work of the church. (2.) The ex- 
tent and actual condition of the work be- 
ing done in the church in the different 
states and districts have been made 
known. This has given inspiration and 
impetus in the work. (3 ") The needs 
of the church, both as to character and 
extent, have been ascertained. This has 
furnished a necessary knowledge upon 
which to plan a larger and better work 
for the church. (4 ) The Book and 
Tract work has been consolidated and its 

work is being pushed forward. (5.) A 
Brethren Sunday-school Literature has 
been created and is raising the standard 
of our Sunday-school work. (6.) The 
nucleus of a national mission work, bor- 
dering on foreign missions, has been 
started, around which forces of great 
promise are already collecting. (7.) The 
inauguration of the Sister's Society, and 
the Young People's Society, which has 
proven a help in arousing the latent lat- 
ent in the church and consecrating it to 
the Lord, has taken place. 

Other items of good to the church, 
which have been the result of our Gener- 
al Conferences might be mentioned yet, 
but these named are sufficient to show the 
benefit of our past Conferences. 

Our coming Conference may possibly 
be even more helpful to the church than 
any of the past. At least we should try 
to make it so. We should guard the good 
work already done and wisely plan for 
greater growth. 

It seems to me the following are some 
of the most vital points to which this 
Conference should give most attention. 
(1.) Church Extension. This should be 
considered both as to where and how. 
This rests upon the commission of Christ. 
(2.) Publishing Interests. In this is 
found the silent educational force for all 
classes. No influence, at present, is 
more persuasive than printer's ink. (3.) 
Our School Interests. Here lies the 
training of our workers and the education 
of our children. (4) The Young Peo- 
ple's movement and the Sister's Work. 
(5.) Church Government. (6.) Su- 
per annuated Ministry. 

It seems to me also that our future 
Conferences  should   note   the   following 

points : 
1. Not to meet so often. Every two 

or four years is often enough. Let the 
time and money expendtd in meeting so 
often be expended in District Conferences 
which meet every year. 

2. Let them be more educational than 
legislative, which is after the Gospel poli- 
ty. 

3. Let them be occasions of great 
spiritual upliftings to those who attend. 

4. Let the officers, who represent the 
General Conference, be chosen by the 
Conference with secret ballot rather than 
by committees. 

God help us to have a Conference. 

PACIFIC CONFERENCE. 

BY H.  R.  HOLS1NGKK. 

This conference was organized at 
Lathrop, Calif., April 4, 1890. Brother 
Jos. W. Beer led the devotional services, 
and stated the object of the meeting. 
Brother C. E. Doty was the first Modera- 


